
For UBS marketing purposes

(UBS)

US new power capacity hits a
two-decade high
20 August 2024, 3:55 pm CEST, written by UBS Editorial Team

US power plant operators and developers added 20.2 gigawatts (GW) in new capacity in the first half of 2024,
according to fresh data from the Energy Information Agency (EIA), a 21% year-over-year rise amid growing
demand from AI data centers and electrification.

The EIA forecasts US energy capacity gains will more than double in the second half of 2024 to around 42.6GW. Solar
accounted for nearly 60% of the additions, led by Texas and Florida, and could double for full-year 2024 against last year's
solar capacity gains if all planned projects come online. New battery storage capacity showed strong growth, accounting
for around 21% of the capacity gains in first half of this year.

Our view: The era of flat electricity demand in developed markets has ended, with large-scale AI and cloud-computing
capacity driving a resurgence in demand. With many AI mega-cap leaders committed to zero emission pledges, we expect
a strong multi-year cycle of investment in utility-scale renewable power generation and storage capacity. Broadly, we
think companies exposed to electrification, energy efficiency, and renewable energy would fare better under a potential
Harris presidency, while a Trump administration would likely favor the traditional energy sector. Given the challenges listed
renewable energy investments tend to face, we suggest investors look to private infrastructure investments in renewables,
which can help diversify portfolios due to their low correlation to other asset classes while providing stable income streams
that are often tied to inflation. However, investors should consider the risks inherent to private markets before investing,
including illiquidity, long lockup periods, leverage, and over-concentration.

See more in the Caught our attention section of the US Daily - Momentum shifts in the US election, 20 August 2024.
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As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services, Inc is registered with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) as an investment adviser and a broker-dealer, offering both investment advisory and brokerage
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does not take into account the unique investment objectives, financial situation or particular needs of any specific individual
investor. If you have any questions, please consult your Financial Advisor. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG
and an affiliate of UBS International Inc.



Non-Traditional Assets

Non-traditional asset classes are alternative investments that include hedge funds, private equity, real estate, and managed 
futures (collectively, alternative investments). Interests of alternative investment funds are sold only to qualified investors, and 
only by means of offering documents that include information about the risks, performance and expenses of alternative investment 
funds, and which clients are urged to read carefully before subscribing and retain. An investment in an alternative investment fund 
is speculative and involves significant risks.  Specifically, these investments (1) are not mutual funds and are not subject to the same 
regulatory requirements as mutual funds; (2) may have performance that is volatile, and investors may lose all or a substantial amount 
of their investment; (3) may engage in leverage and other speculative investment practices that may increase the risk of investment 
loss; (4) are long-term, illiquid investments, there is generally no secondary market for the interests of a fund, and none is expected 
to develop; (5) interests of alternative investment funds typically will be illiquid and subject to restrictions on transfer; (6) may not be 
required to provide periodic pricing or valuation information to investors; (7) generally involve complex tax strategies and there may 
be delays in distributing tax information to investors; (8) are subject to high fees, including management fees and other fees and 
expenses, all of which will reduce profits. 

Interests in alternative investment funds are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed or endorsed by, any bank or other insured 
depository institution, and are not federally insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Federal Reserve Board, or any 
other governmental agency. Prospective investors should understand these risks and have the financial ability and willingness to accept 
them for an extended period of time before making an investment in an alternative investment fund and should consider an alternative 
investment fund as a supplement to an overall investment program. 

In addition to the risks that apply to alternative investments generally, the following are additional risks related to an investment in 
these strategies:

 Hedge Fund Risk: There are risks specifically associated with investing in hedge funds, which may include risks associated with
investing in short sales, options, small-cap stocks, “junk bonds,” derivatives, distressed securities, non-U.S. securities and illiquid
investments.

 Managed Futures: There are risks specifically associated with investing in managed futures programs. For example, not all managers
focus on all strategies at all times, and managed futures strategies may have material directional elements.

 Real Estate: There are risks specifically associated with investing in real estate products and real estate investment trusts. They
involve risks associated with debt, adverse changes in general economic or local market conditions, changes in governmental, tax,
real estate and zoning laws or regulations, risks associated with capital calls and, for some real estate products, the risks associated
with the ability to qualify for favorable treatment under the federal tax laws.

 Private Equity: There are risks specifically associated with investing in private equity. Capital calls can be made on short notice,
and the failure to meet capital calls can result in significant adverse consequences including, but not limited to, a total loss of
investment.

 Foreign Exchange/Currency Risk: Investors in securities of issuers located outside of the United States should be aware that even
for securities denominated in U.S. dollars, changes in the exchange rate between the U.S. dollar and the issuer’s “home” currency
can have unexpected effects on the market value and liquidity of those securities. Those securities may also be affected by other
risks (such as political, economic or regulatory changes) that may not be readily known to a U.S. investor.
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